
Ben Sandoval Memorial     
FIDDLE-IN ACOUSTIC BAND COMPETITION 

 
This is intended to enhance the overall festival experience as well as provide further craft honing and  
showcase opportunities for the fiddlers and other musicians/performers. The Payson “Fiddle-in” Acoustic Band 
Competition will once again be intermingled into the 49th annual, AZ State Championship, Old Time Fiddlers  
Contest and will be open to the first 6 bands to register, online, beginning August 23, 2019.  

Fiddlers from the Bands competition are eligible to compete in the AZ State Fiddlers Championships, if they are 
Arizona residents and otherwise eligible; they are not required to do so.  

Prize:  Winner of the 2019 Band Competition will receive $500. 

1. Registration: Entry in the Payson Fiddle-in Band Competition is on a first-come, first-served basis and will be  
limited to six bands. Minimum of three bands required for contest to proceed. Entry fee is $25.00 for each band. 
The next 3 entries received after all 6 bands have entered will be placed on a waiting list, in case of cancelations. 
Contest registration opens on August 23, 2019. Registration will be available online prior to the event or in person 
on the contest day (if competition is not full, cash only on-site). Bands will have to complete the registration/release 
form listing all members on or before the pre-competition meeting, on the day of the event.  The $25 registration 
fee is fully refundable if you notify us that you need to withdraw before September 16, 2019. 

At least one representative of each band must report to the registration table, at the Payson Event Center, at 8:00 am 
on the morning of the contest to draw for their place in the lineup, review the rules, and ask any questions pertaining 
to judging. Contestants must be present and ready to perform at their scheduled time, or they will be disqualified.  
Contestants must remain available in the Payson Event center area in case of a tie. If a playoff is required and a  
contestant band is not present, the award will go to the other competitor.  

 

2. Contest procedures: Each band is allotted up to 15 minutes stage time. Stage time begins immediately after the 
emcee introduces the group. Your score will suffer an automatic 5% reduction if you exceed this time frame. Talking 
between songs is allowed and encouraged, since it reflects a band's rapport with the audience.  

Winners of the band contest will be announced immediately following the championship round, in conjunction with 
the fiddle awards.  

Accidents beyond the control of the contestant (such as string breakage, etc.) may happen during your performance, 
just as in any performance. The band will be expected to improvise, recover, and complete the performance within the 
15 minute time frame. No time extensions or “re-dos” will be granted for mishaps. 

Bands must be ready to take the stage when the previous competition finishes. Absolutely no exceptions will be made 
to this provision. If you miss your call to the stage, you will not be allowed to compete. 

3. Musical Styles, Material and Instrumentation: Each band will play three selections: a slow vocal song, a fast 
vocal song, and an instrumental number, in any order.  

To stay within the “Old Time fiddling” tradition in Payson, Any type of traditional acoustic music is allowed in this  
contest, including Old-Time, Bluegrass, Western, Gospel or Appalachian. However, Straying too far from the boundaries 
of music that is within the genre of ”Old Time”, “Traditional”, “Bluegrass,” “Western” & “Gospel” style  will affect your 
score negatively.  The judges are not listening for Jazz, Classical, Rock and Fusion. A fancy lick in the midst of an  
instrumental break is GREAT, but should be “Genre appropriate”. The judges will ultimately decide if your  
interpretation crosses over the sometimes fuzzy boundary into another world of music.   



To avoid delays with band setup, all bands must use a single mic. setup provided by Payson Fiddle-in, acoustic Band 
Competition. A separate bass mic. or amp is allowed and will be provided by the Fiddle-in acoustic bands competition, 
at the band's preference. While the contest is not restricted to any specific genre of music, contestants must perform 
with acoustic instruments in this contest; no electrically amplified instruments, pickups, or contact mics., with the  
exception of electric bass. Minimal percussion instruments, shaker or hand-held drum are allowed.   

4. Band Members: A band will consist of at least three, but no more than seven members. Each Band MUST have a  
fiddle in the band, J, and, at least, two other, DIFFERENT kinds of instruments to qualify for this competition. I.E., 
since a minimum of 3 members is required, you could compete with a guitar, an acoustic bass, and a fiddle to qualify as 
an eligible band. With 5 or 6 pieces in the band you could compete with two guitars or twin fiddles on top of the  
previously mentioned ensemble, or ??... You would not be eligible if you had an acoustic base, and two fiddles. A  
vocalist that does not contribute instrumentally would not be included as one of the “two different instruments”  
required. 

Songs, material, and attire must be of an appropriate nature, suitable for family entertainment. No band member may 
compete in more than one band. Any contestant appearing under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be allowed 
on stage.  

The following performers are ineligible. 

Prior Payson Fiddle-in, acoustic, band competition winners and Prior Paid performer groups are  
ineligible as a band. 

Paid performer group members and former winning band members are ineligible to compete for 
two years after their paid performance or winning event. However, a previous, paid performer, 
or member of a former “fiddle-in band competition” winner may compete with a new group 
after a two year ineligibility term, if they are the only member of the new group that meets the 
above ineligibility rule. 

 Members of the Payson old time fiddlers contest & Acoustic Celebration Organizing Committee 

Festival directors, employees of the Town of Payson Parks, Rec & Tourism Dept.  

5. Judging Criteria: Judges will be selected from the paid performers and the Old Time Fiddlers contest judge 
crew. Contestants in the Payson Fiddle-in acoustic Band Competition will be judged as follows: 

30% - Material Selection — difficulty, taste, authenticity/originality. You'll get more points for playing 
a simple tune well than a difficult tune poorly.  

30% - General Instrumental Musicianship — rhythm & timing, intonation, expression, for both solos 
and overall instrumental blend.  

30% - Vocal Performance — intonation and overall vocal quality for both leads and harmony singing.  

10% - Stage Presence — audience rapport and entertainment value. The highest scores going to 
bands exhibiting high entertainment qualities, showing comfort with the audience, expertise 
with and confidence in their musical performance and appropriate stage attire. Shorts and tank 
tops, flip flops and jeans with holes are discouraged and would result in a loss of potential 
points. 

Scores are not cumulative from the prelims to the finals.  The finals are a new contest; everyone starts on a fresh and 
equal footing with the same criteria as above.  

6. Finality: Decisions by the judges will be final and not negotiable. Contestants may be allowed to view 

their score sheets, after the contest is over, and judges are encouraged to provide comments to provide 

constructive feedback for band contestants.  

 

7. Recording Rights: All commercial recording rights are reserved and shall become the property of the 

Town of Payson. Completion of the A/V Release form, by contestant, acknowledges such recording rights 

and acceptance of all rules and regulations of the Payson Fiddle-in Acoustic Band Competition.  



2019 ENTRY FORM - BAND COMPETITION 

**Every band member will need to complete the entry form** 

 

 

 

SIGNATURE:_________________________________________   

 

PRINT NAME:________________________________________ 

(If under 18, parent or guardian signature) 

 

Name:________________________________________  Birth date:___________________ 

 

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

City:_________________________, Arizona  Zip:____________________________ 

 

Age:_____________  

 

Phone # (______) _________-_________ 

 

E-mail:_____________________________________________ 

 

 

**Every band member will need to complete the entry form** 

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.PAYSONRIMCOUNTRY.COM/FIDDLE 



Waiver, Audio, Video, Photo Release 
**Every band member will need to complete the release** 

In consideration of being allowed to participate in any way in Payson, Parks, Recreation, and Tourism sports programs,  

related events and activities, the undersigned acknowledges, appreciates and agrees that: the risk of injury from the  

activities involved in this program is significant, including the potential for permanent paralysis or death, and while par-

ticular rules, equipment, and personal discipline may reduce this risk, the risk of serious death does exist; and, I know-

ingly and freely assume all such risks, both known and unknown, if  arising from the negligence of the release or others, 

and assume full responsibility for my participation; and, I willingly agree to comply with the stated and customary 

terms and conditions for participation.  If, however, I observe any unusual significant hazard during my presence or 

participation, I will remove  

myself from participation and bring such to the attentions of the nearest official immediately; and, I, for myself and on 

behalf of my heirs, assign, personal representative and next of kin, HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS The Town 

of Payson, Payson Parks, Recreation, its officers, officials, agents and/or employees, and if applicable, owners and les-

sors of the  

premises used to conduct the event (releases), WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL INJURY, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or  

damage to person or property, WHETHER ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE, to the 

fullest extent permitted by law.  I have read this release of liability and assumption of risk agreement, fully understand 

its terms, understand that I have given up substantial rights by signing it, and sign it freely and voluntarily without any 

inducement.   

PHOTO/AUDIO/VIDEO RELEASE: As the of parent/guardian of the above listed minor, I understand that the participa-

tion may be photographed, audio/video recorded.  I give consent to the above minor being photographed, audio and/

or video  

recorded during their participation.  

Signature (If under 18, parent or guardian signature)  

______________________________________________________________ 

Print Name  

______________________________________________________________ 

Date   

______________________________________________________________ 



49th Anniversary  

Payson Old Time Fiddle & Acoustic Celebration  

 

September 27-29, 2019 

 

FULL WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Friday, September 27 

Friday Night Concert (Opry) at Payson High School Longhorn Auditorium 

Special Consensus featuring Cisco and the Racecars 

Doors open at 5:30pm  

Show begins at 6:30pm 

Tickets:  $15 

 

Saturday, September 28 

Vertilee Floyd Memorial Arizona State Championship 

Payson Multi-Event Center 

Gates open at 8:30am | Opening Ceremonies at 9:00am 

Features: Age Group Competitions, Ben Sandoval Memorial Band Competition, Trick Fiddle, Cross-tuned 

5:00pm-6:30pm Dinner Concert featuring the Arizona Wildflowers 

6:45pm  Fiddler Workshop with Vi Wickam ($25 per person, onsite) 

8:00pm Campfire Jam Session  

 

Sunday, September 29 

Gospel Program &  Championship Divisions 

Gates open at 8:30am | Opening Ceremonies at 9:00am 

9:00am-11:00am Gospel Program featuring Cisco and the Racecars 

11:00am  Championship Divisions + Fancy & Twin Fiddle 

 

 

NOTICE:  Dry Camping at Payson Multi-Event Center:  

Dry Camping is available at the Payson Multi-Event Center the nights of Friday, September 27 & Saturday, September 

28.  Dry Camping is a $10 per night.   

 



CONTACT 
 
 

Town of Payson 
Parks, Recreation & Tourism 

1000 W. Country Club Dr.  
Payson, Arizona  85541 

 
Phone:  928-472-5110 (Monday-Friday, 8am-12pm/1pm-5pm) 

Email:  tourism@paysonaz.gov 
 

www.paysonrimcountry.com/fiddle 
 

 

 


